European Startup
Festival

A community for open
minded, amazing and
supportive human beings

European Startup
Association
The European Startup Association is a growing community
devoted to explore innovative approaches to entrepreneurship
as a way of life. We know that a successful start-up is not only
dependent on investment but on your network, knowledge and
your team. This is why we are creating a European community
that is based on 3Cs (culture, collaboration and creativity) –
involving all stakeholders: start-ups, investors, public and
private agencies, cities, accelerators, incubators, co-working
spaces, universities and more.

European Startup
Association
Our mission is to create a functional, border less, collaborative
European Startup. Being investors and entrepreneurs ourselves,
we created something of value for us that we want you to benefit
from as well.
We have created a network of international and high-level
Investors that are interested in expanding their investment
opportunities into different cities across Europe.

European Startup
Association
We are constantly expanding our investor network and will have
a conversation with you to see which other ones are needed in
your start-up ecosystem to boost it. We are trusted advisors
to our investor’s and start-up’s network and are building a
collaborative European Start-up Ecosystem for all stakeholders
involved. With our network of open minded, amazing and
supportive human beings, we take care about you and your
business.
Our values are:
Culture > Collaboration > Creativity > Entrepreneurship >
Sustainability > Kindness > Inspiration > Happiness > Tolerance
> Transparency > Honesty > Authenticity > Integrity > Making a
difference > Passion > Commitment > Professionalism > Fun

European Startup Festival
The European Startup Festival is the celebration of our
community, a joyful and human-centered event that will take
place once a year in different countries across Europe or online depending on the current situation.
With our Matchmaking we help start-ups to meet investors
throughout the year to build their network. With our round table
discussions we connect the different stakeholders to learn from
each other how to collaborate to grow, creating new European
projects and face new challenges.

Will you be the next
hosting city?
We are looking for a city for a city in Europe that …
… already has an existing start-up ecosystem that we can
help to boost …
… is reached easily from different countries …
… people want to come to for a city break

Our impact on your city
Hosting the next European Startup Festival will bring lots of benefits with it:
●

●

●
●
●

●

putting you on the map of our global start-up ecosystem attracting
investors and companies from all around Europe and promoting
your business infrastructure
driving the innovation into your territory by attracting high
competencies, new businesses and opportunities for the local
development
bringing more people to stay and work in your city to create more
job opportunities (offline event)
getting advice from our expert speakers on how to improve your
start-up ecosystem
internationalise your start-up ecosystem with stakeholders from
across Europe including investors, incubators and accelerators etc. to
develop and execute pan-European projects together
boost tourism during the festival (offline event)

What happened at
the previous
festivals?
The first European Startup Festival was held in Turin, Italy in
September 2018. The second edition happened in Malmo,
Sweden in September 2019. The third edition was held
online due to the COVID-19 situation.
The events received the patronage, partnership and
sponsoring from the European Commission, the Region of
Piedmont and the City of Turin as well as the City of Malmo,
Innovation Skane, Event in Skane. Other partners include
Startup Cities Europe, Startup Europe and more.
The offline events were hosted by a British Comedian
named Sanderson Jones. The online event were hosted by
the founders of the European Startup Association.

What happened
at the previous
festivals?
The offline events were held over 2 days
covering 6 topics with panels, keynote speeches
and workshops: Innovation, Marketing, Funding,
Team Building, Sustainability, Well-Being.
The online event was held over 6 days covering
each of the 6 topics with a keynote speech,
workshop and conversation. In addition to that
we had matchmaking going on between start-ups
and investors as well as (virtual) networking.

A few stats about 2019
(ofﬂine)
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

5 pitching matches, 50+ investors involved
Over 160 start-up applications
65 speakers from all around the globe
31 nationalities
18 sponsors and partners
Over 300 ticket orders
24 volunteers
92 start-ups and 25 investors

A few stats about 2020
(online)
●
●
●
●

25 world-class speakers from all around the globe
25 nationalities
387 ticket orders
119 start-ups and 16 investors

Social media 2020
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Instagram: 1921 followers
Facebook: 2176 likes
Twitter: 243 followers
LinkedIn: 2329 followers
Instagram/Facebook/LinkedIn: 448,840 paid reach on social
media with 13,300 reactions and 1825 click throughs
Google Ads: 250,607 impressions and 42,449 clicks
Google Analytics: 38,469 website views with 30 pages
viewed from across the globe

What participants said
2018
“We are very pleased with the organization of the festival itself and look forward to explore the
network we were able to make during the festival days. For us at AIKO we believed that the
European Startup Festival was an important event in our 2018 plans, and we are honoured to
have been selected as winners of the start-up stage competition. We are sure this reward will
further consolidate our uniqueness in the scenario of space engineering startups.” Lorenzo
Feruglio, AIKO, one of our pitching start-ups
“Having the chance to attend this event was a bit of a dream come true, in the early days of a
start-up such an experience and such exposure offer so much in terms of us learning and
growing, we are so grateful. The networking potential was incredible and I gained so much
valuable knowledge from the masterclasses it was really worth it. The location was out of this
world amazing and a treat in itself. I feel like I have met a new external family of utterly wonderful
people and I am so
grateful for the opportunity to pitch again and keep learning how to improve our message and
skills. The food, entertainment and premises were really great too!” Participant 2018
“I liked the event as it brought ‘European fresh air’ to the Italian mood.” Participant 2018
“Good networking opportunity” Participant 2018

What participants said
2019
“Fantastic event for meeting a huge range of entrepreneurs, investors, support organisations and
anyone interested in entrepreneurship!” Russell Copley, speaker
“It is one of the most inspiring events that I have attained until now as a volunteer. It is
encouraging and inclusive. The approach of organizers made me feel that I became the part of a
community even though it was only a 2 day event.” Sevgi, Volunteer
“Thank You for the nice event - great to see so many motivated people from all around Europe in
Malmö and representing many different players in the startup and innovation system together!!
Very Very Well Done!!” Jakob Nielsen, round table participant
“I’m really really happy to be part of this, and I want to thank you a lot for this lovely time! I found
the event absolutely fantastic, with lots of glorious details that made it even better. “ Isabella,
Photographer

What participants said
2020
“I attend a lot of webinars and other types of online events, but the enthusiasm and love that the team seems to
have put into the EU Startup Festival blew my mind. There were so many amazing speakers, and there was
such a vibrant energy in the interactive 'Airmeet' platform. I casually got my ticket and didn't plan to attend the
entire week at first, but it turned out I became glued to my screen. Thank you, thank you, thank you for a very
inspiring week.” Marleen IJsselmuiden, participant
“Especially during this pandemic, it is important to connect across the globe, and the start-up festival was an
excellent opportunity to do so. It was wonderful to meet entrepreneurs across Europe and be reminded of the
diversity that usually defines my life.” Kathrin Burdenski, Participant
“As a speaker I was delighted to work with Christine and her team during the preparation process to the festival.
Christine was always available, had amazing marketing and event promotion process. Impressive and
professional. As a result I have joined European Startup Association as investor and also as a member. Looking
forward to long-lasting collaboration and growing next unicorns!” Emma Arakelyan, speaker and investor
“From reimagining the event as virtual to wildly creative promotion, the European Startup Festival was superb
from start to finish. Communication throughout was excellent, and thorough tech rehearsals ensured a flawless
live workshop. I hope to be a part of this event again, entrepreneurs are the future!” Roger Dooley, speaker
“This was another very well organised event with interesting topics and greats speakers.” Magnus Eriksson,
Investor

The nationalities, age,
gender 2020

The roles 2020

The work countries 2020

The work countries 2020

What can happen at the next
one (ofﬂine or online)?
• Masterclasses
• Panels
• Matchmaking Investors & Start-Ups
• Networking
• Entertainment
The 6 topics we care about:
Innovation, Well-Being, Marketing/Communication,
Sustainability, Team building, Funding. And we can adjust the
content to the city’s specialisation such as clean-tech,mobility,
gaming etc.
You can find our more on our website:
www.eustartupassociation.com

Who is organising it?
Adriano Travaglia is a lawyer and a serial entrepreneur. He founded
and now support a lot of start-ups through smart capital, defining
business strategies and searching for funding opportunities as well as
investing directly into them.
He is interested in anything that is creative, that supports welfare and
new smart services for communities and citizens. Amongst other
things, he is the General Director of Torino 3.0, a digital platform of
participative democracy and of AFGE, an association that provides
high level training courses for companies in legal and economic
matters. He wrote about different topics and he focuses his research
on big data and privacy.

Who is organising it?
Christine Michaelis is a Business Coach, author, public speaker
and workshop facilitator. She has worked in marketing and
advertising for more than 10 years before she decided to start
her own business – the Creative Start-Up Academy. Now she is
mentoring start-up students at universities throughout Europe as
well as working with individuals and small businesses as well as
offering an online community and, online courses. With her
hand-on approach, she has helped hundreds of individuals
validating their business idea and creating a successful start-up.

Participants
The European Startup Festival aspires to host again 350-400
participants:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

150 Start-ups
10-25 Corporates
10-25 Investors
5-15 Incubators / Accelerators
5-15 Public Bodies
5-15 Media Representatives
3-10 Universities
130 others

How to become the next
hosting city - online/ofﬂine
When you are a hosting city you will also be a member of the
European Startup Association and can make use of all the
advantages that come with it.
The role of the city
When hosting the European Startup Festival, we would need the
support from your municipalities and the main stakeholders of
your local start-up ecosystem. This means that you would connect
us to local companies and institutions that will be potential partners
or sponsors, finding a location that will meet the requirements and
support us in promoting the community and event through your
and the other stakeholder’s channels (also through European
offices & embassies)

Criteria
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

Have a contact person in your office that will lead the
negotiations and coordinate the stakeholders (meetings,
sponsoring, promotion etc.), for example a person in your
innovation or development department
Support from your municipalities by getting their buy-in
Being part of the advisory board with at least 1 person from the
city and involve representatives of other stakeholders (6-7 people)
Connect us to partners, companies and other start-up
stakeholders of the local ecosystem
For offline events: Finding a suitable location (main stage for 400
people + 10 smaller rooms for 30 people + a staff room)
For offline events: available funding of 120K Euros or finding
sponsors to cover this amount for a 2-day event
For online events: available funding of 50K Euros or finding
sponsors to cover this amount for a 3-day online event

Expectations to all
parties involved
To avoid wasting anyone’s time and collaborate efficiently to
implement a great project, we expect the following from everyone
involved.
Professional behaviour at all times:
●
●
●
●

answer in a timely manner to communications such as emails
etc.
attend meetings on time and in a focused manner
stick to timelines/deadlines
value and respect each other’s time and availability

How to apply
Online Application form followed by a meeting in person in your city
with a committee of stakeholders of the local start-up ecosystem
Link to the application form: https://bit.ly/EUSFapplicationCity

Agreement process
After we agreed having you as a hosting city, we will set up the
agreement and expect the city to sign the agreement within the set
timeline.
The contract will include the guarantee and timeline of the
instalment payments for the 50K/120k Euros.

Contacts
hello@eustartupassociation.com
www.eustartupassociation.com

Adriano Travaglia
adriano@eustartupassociation.com

Christine Michaelis
christine@eustartupassociation.com

